
News from Mrs. Adam and Mrs. Mariani’s Class 

It is hard to believe that it is mid-November already.  We enjoyed meeting with 
the parents during conferences and always learn more about the children we see 
every day from our conversations with you. 

We are coming to the end of our current unit in math and will begin to explore 
fraction concepts.  Much of what we will be asking the children to do in the next 
unit is to show understanding of fractions in concrete ways.   The fraction 
algorithms will be saved for another unit as we explore the relationship between 
fractions and visually compare and add fractions without finding common 
denominators.  This will lead to a deeper understanding of what we actually do 
when we add/subtract/multiply/ divide fractions.   

As we have read about and discussed the beginning of the age of exploration, we 
have learned that the exchange of products between the Old World and The New 
World greatly impacted the lives of people on both sides of the Atlantic and gave 
us many of the products we eat today.  The students are working on a project to 
show their understanding of the Columbian Exchange.  We will begin a study of 
the first English settlements and learn more about the colonization of American in 
the weeks ahead. 

We now understand even more about mixtures and solutions.  In the unit we just 
completed, we looked more deeply into solutions by comparing them, weighing 
them, and finding out about their concentrations.  We are now going to be 
learning about the property of solubility as we make solutions with some new 
substances in our next investigation.  Students enjoy the labs as they work 
together to answer questions posed to them.  This unit will lead us into our final 
investigation of Mixtures and Solutions when we combine substances and 
observe chemical reactions.   

We continue to work hard and hone our skills in all areas.  We wish all a very 
Happy Thanksgiving.   


